DAVOS AND THE HIGH LANDS-1880-82

But busy as he was this winter, he had time not only
for this game, but also, turning aside to help young
Osbourne with his printing, he first wrote verses for
the toy-press, and then, getting hold of a bit of rough
wood, began to design and cut illustrations for his text,
or In some cases to create pictures which a text must
elucidate*

In February, 1882, he sent to his parents "two wood-
cuts of my own cutting; they are moral emblems; one
represents 'anger/ the other "pride scorning poverty/
They will appear among others, accompanied by verses,
in my new work published by S. L Osbourne. If my
father dues not enjoy these, he is no true man/' And
to his mother; " Wood-engraving has suddenly drave
between me and the sum I dote on wood-engraving.
I'm a made man for life. IVe an amusement at last"

Of these blocks about two dozen in all were cut, most
of them by Stevenson's own hands, though the ele-
phant, at any rate, was due to his wife, and M the sacred
ibis in the distance " was merely the result of an acci-
dent turned to advantage. He had in his boyhood re-
ceived a few lessons in drawing as a polite accomplish-
ment : later he found great difficulty in the mechanical
work of his original profession, in which of course he
had been specially trained. Thus, in 1868, he wrote to
his mother, lf It is awful how slowly 1 draw and how
ill/1 ttarbizon seemed to rouse in him no tendency to
express himself in line or colour, and it was not till he
Wiuuloneat Monastierin 1878 that he made for his own
pleasure such sketches as any grown man with no tech-
nical education might attempt

Art criticism is for the expert; I will only say that to Hi'tupteiJ ill
